Adult metachromatic leukodystrophy. Value of computed tomographic scanning and magnetic resonance imaging of the brain.
Patients with adult-onset metachromatic leukodystrophy (MLD) often present with personality changes or deterioration of cognitive functions. Although rare, this form of MLD should be included in the differential diagnosis of psychotic and dementing disorders. The following case report describes a 38-year-old man with adult-onset MLD, who carried the diagnosis of schizophrenia and was treated as a schizophrenic for a number of years. Metachromatic leukodystrophy was initially suspected because of white matter abnormalities detected on computed tomographic scans and magnetic resonance images of the brain. The diagnosis of MLD was confirmed by the discovery of markedly reduced leukocyte arylsulfatase A activity. The computed tomographic and magnetic resonance imaging findings in MLD are reviewed.